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新春大吉   恭喜发财
Happy New Year –

In the Year of Pig
华人中心开张大吉

  2月25日,华人中心在卓涵哈士打斯社团中心大楼迎来了她的开张之喜。

当日，超过200位来宾齐聚一首，共同庆祝华人中心的开张之喜以及中国的传统节日——农历新年。嘉宾包括卓涵区的副市长、议员约翰·沃森及来自内阁的行政官员，以及我们华人协会的成员，中文学校的学生和家长们。开张之日，在副市长沃森先生和我们华人文教促进会主席付馨儿女士的讲话以及精彩的醒狮表演下拉开了帷幕。最后，沃森先生和付姑娘进行了简单而隆重的揭牌仪式。

为了增添更多的色彩及节日气氛，协会发展员工郑丽丽小姐组织了一些富有中国特色的庆祝活动。其中包括：
· 中华厨艺，来自金山酒楼的一位厨师教大家包饺子。
· 手工制作，来自儿童补习社和儿童基金会的自愿者给孩子们介绍怎样制作纸折饰物，剪纸工艺，利用红包制作代表吉祥如意的鱼、龙等。
· 在哈士打斯社团中心的接待处，当地的警察局、华人教会等机构设置了小摊位，为来宾们解答疑问，还有具有中国特色的饰品饰物出售。
除此以外，我们还有中华书法、中华乐器（包括古筝，琵琶和二胡）介绍演示。同时，在主会场，我们举行了一台精彩的春节联欢演出，丰富的节目包括：少儿合唱，西洋乐器及古筝、琵琶和二胡演奏，民族舞蹈，太极表演，中华民族服饰表演展示和民歌演唱。值得一提的是，演出的演员们都是来自中文学校的学生和老师们。 
很多来宾观众对活动演出兴致勃勃，欣赏不断，赞叹不已。更令人兴奋的是会场活动最后的中式自助餐，所有食物都是中文学校的学生家长，成人学生，华人文教促进会的成员和当地的中餐馆提供的，其中不少是中国新年的传统食物。每位嘉宾都边吃边聊，欢乐非常。
华人中心的开张成立是发展华人文教促进会的一个重要里程碑，而且为告罗士打郡及周边城镇的华人朋友们提供了一个很好的基地场所。最后，再次感谢所有员工，志愿工作者，中文学校的学生及其家长和中餐馆为这次活动所作出的努力！感谢当地政府官员、告罗士打郡图书馆的行政官员的到来！感谢所有华人文教促进会的成员、朋友的参与！感谢卓涵区政府对我们活动的支持！最后，感谢我们协会的发展员工郑丽丽小姐和她的志愿者朋友为这次活动作出的贡献！

华人中心的中文书库为所有对中华文化艺术感兴趣的朋友提供一个学习、交流的场所。除此之外,我们更有不少活动，详情如下：

成人班：

· 双语多媒体及IT课程

· 普通话基础班

· 实用英语

· 中华厨艺

· 中华民族乐器（琵琶、二胡、古筝）

· 中华书法

· 中华电影俱乐部
小孩及青年班：

· 中华民族乐器（琵琶、二胡、古筝）

· 中华书法

· 中华手工艺

· 少儿补习班（英文、数学、自然科学）

· 中华民族舞蹈

在新的一年里，我将继续为大家服务。同时，我们也欢迎大家为我们的发展提供宝贵的意见。

时间地点详情请联系华人中心

中心联络：

付姑娘：07720637976

邮箱地址：chinesecp_asso@yahoo.co.uk
郑丽丽小姐：07967838038

邮箱地址：lilyz1192004@yahoo.co.uk
中心地址：Hesters Way Community Resource Centre ( Gloscat对面) Cassin Drive, Hesters Way Road, Cheltenham, 卓涵 GL51 7SU

巴士服务：A巴士 （GLOSCAT站下）

New Chinese Centre
Launch Day

On 25th February, the New Chinese Centre was launched at Hesters Way Community Resource Centre in Cheltenham. The Deputy Mayor of Cheltenham, Councillor John Rawson and our Chairlady, Hing Yee Pobjoy, gave their opening speeches and Mr. Ho then started to play the big red drum trying to wake up the 2 sleeping Chinese lions. Once the lions were awake they entertained the crowd with their agility. We also had the traditional tossing of the “green vegetable” to symbolise the spread of good fortune. Finally the Deputy Mayor and Hing Yee unveiled the Chinese Centre signboard to formally declare the opening of the Centre.

On that day, there were more than 200 visitors. We organised many interesting activities. We had Chinese Cookery where one of the chefs from the Golden Mountain Restaurant taught you how to make dumplings. Volunteers from the Learning Support Club and the Children Fund taught the children with some handcrafts, origami pigs, fish made from lucky red packet, paper cuts of Chinese characters and animals as well as some ferocious hand held Dragons. Many children and their parents enjoyed the workshops very much. We had some stalls in the reception area of the Hesters Way Community Resource Centre with representatives from the local police station, the Chinese church and also Victim Support. There were Chinese snacks and Chinese folk bracelets and earrings for sale as well. Many local visitors were very interested in them. We also had Chinese Calligraphy, Chinese folk music and performances on the first floor. 
The most exciting part was the performance. There were Chinese folk dance, singing and fashion show, most of the performers were children from our Mandarin school. In the Chinese folk music session, we had a wonderful Pipa, Er’hu and Guzheng performance by professional artists who were invited for this event. Some of them will be teaching Chinese music to our members at our Centre in the near future. 

After the performance, the Chinese buffet gave everyone a good chance to try some traditional Chinese New Year food. All the food and drinks were kindly donated by parents of our students, adult students ,members in the Mandarin School and various local Chinese take- aways. People had an enjoyable time at the Chinese Centre Launch Day.

Thank you to all staff, volunteers, students, parents and the various takeaway for making the launch of the Chinese Centre such a great success. Thank you also go to all the Councillors, representatives from the Children Fund, Gloucestershire Library Services and all our friends and members who came and joined us. 
We also have to thank Cheltenham Borough Council for the funding they provided to make this day possible and so memorable to those attended the launch. Finally, a big thank you to Lili Zheng and the the hard work of all the volunteers in the organization with most the preparation works to ensure the success of the event. 

The Chinese Centre is a place open to people from all walks of life who are interested in Chinese culture and language. In addition to our Mandarin Library, we have many different activities which are listed as below:
For Adults: 

· Multi-media & IT Class

· Mandarin Foundation        

· English

· Chinese Cookery 

· Chinese Folk Music (Pipa, Er’hu, Guzheng)

· Chinese Calligraphy

· Chinese Film Club

For Children & Young People:

· Chinese Folk Music (Pipa, Er’hu, Guzheng)

· Chinese Folk Handcrafts Group

· Children Homework Support Club

Throughout this New Year, we will do our best to serve the Chinese community in Gloucestershire and the neighbouring counties. We aim to make the Chinese Centre a place for you to call home. You are more than welcome to give us any advice to improve our services at the Centre.

For further details about times and locations, please contact the Centre.
Centre Officers:

Ms Fu付姑娘 - 07720637976

Email: chinesecp_asso@yahoo.co.uk
Lili Zheng - 07967838038 

Email: lilyz1192004@yahoo.ac.uk
Centre address:

Hesters Way Community Resource Centre,(Opposite to GLOSCAT) 

Cassin Drive, 0ff Princess Elizabeth Way, Cheltenham, GL51 7SU
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